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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR JACKPOT WAfiSRtNCS 

15 nELDOFTHBlNVEM-neiM 

This invention relates to a eystem for Jackpot wagering and. mope particularly, but 
not exclusively, to a system for jackpot wagering In relation to casino games, The 
Invention extends to a method fbrjackpot wagering In relation to casino games. 

20 

BACKGROUND TP THE INVENTION^ 

Jackpot wagering systems are well known in land-based casinos. The most 
common such wagering system Is found In a simple three-reel slot machine. Each 

25 reel of the slot machine has, say 30 indexed positions, soma of which may display 
a corresponding indicium. A player of the slot machine is require to place a wager 
by introducing coins, tokens or credit into the slot machine, which then enables the 
reels to be spun and to come to rest ay any of tie indexed positions. One 
combination of indexed rest positions is usually allows the player to win a prize 

30 consisting of a fixed jackpot A slot machine wifh this particular geometry provides 
the player with a 1 in 27 ooo chance of winning the fixed Jackpot 

in order to take advantage of thB random nature of the indexed rest positions of the 
reels, it Is known to replace the fixed jackpot by a progressive Jackpot in which a 
35 proportion of each wager placed by the player of the slot machine Js used to 
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5 increment the jackpot The randomness makes it possible for the progress 
jackpot fa become iaige relative fa the fixed jackpot described above, which 
enhances the attracts of the slot machine to would-be players thereof ft 
must, of courae, be appreciated that the randomness also raises the possibility of 
the pmgneesive jackpot being won when it is small relate to the above fbced 
io jackpot. 

T1« pmbabBty winning the JacKpot Is the reapmca. of the number or all possible 
°*com»s of the game. «* vtfl be mfened to as <ne ^cKpo, oyeto of toe game, 

.5 earner In this .p^^ is 27 000. This means that, or, average. 27 CM 

accumulation acoomrt. or jackpot, to be won by the player. 

L^T^ "™ »** ■» mumpie mm 

! T: " Ut * e ^ * —» «-JL soon 

entejprfse. restricted to casinos belonging to a single business 



30 



35 



The advent of the Internet nas lea to « prellft|at(on w 

i^lolr 9 T' 91 " 8 SUOh °* e casinos. Such onl p^s" 

MM to a common progress Jackpot Access to tnese types of progressive 
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s Jackpot wagering systems is provided through jackpot portals an the World Wide 
Web. 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

10 It is an object of this invention to provide a jackpot wagering system, and a method 
for jaokpot wagering that exhibits increased .functionality relative to prior art 
equivalents. - 

SUMMARY OF THE IMVEMTiPM 

15 

In accordance with this invention there is provided a jacfcpot wagering system, 
comprising: 

a player terminal operable by a player to place a wager on a turn of at least one 
game of chance, the wager having a maximum limit; 
2Q an accumulation facility responsive to placement of the wager to accumulate a 
portion thereof In an accumulation account; 

a random event generator actlvatabte to generate a random event upon which an 
outcome of the at least one game of chance based, the outcome including a 
favourable outcome causing the player to win a determinable portion of the 
25 contents of the accumulation account; and 

a determination facility responsive to placement of the wagar to determine, prior to 
activation of the random event generator, the determinable portion of the contents 
of the accumulation account as a functian of af least the sfee of the wager and the 
maximum limit thereof. 



Further features of the Invention provide for the player terminal to be operable tc 
place a wager on a turn of any one of a plurality of different selectable games of 
chance, each one of the plurality of different games of chance having a 
corresponding maximum limit for a wager and a respective favourable outcome 
35 causing the player to win a determinable portion of the contents of the 
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accumulation account, for contents of the accumulation account to be 
denominatabte in a base current, for the wagarto be denominatabte In any one of 
a number different permissible playing currency for the base currency to be 
strongerthan or equal to a strongest one of the permissible playing currandes, for 
the strongest one of the permissible playing currencies to be the base currency, for 
the maximum limit of the wager to be denominated in the base currency, forthe 
jackpot wagering system to include a conversion facility instructapie to com/art a 
wagerfrom anyone of the different permissible playing 'currencies to an equivalent 
wager in the base currency, for the conversion facility to include a stored spot 
exchange rate from any one of the permissible playing currencies to the base 
currency, and for the stored spot exchange rates to be selectively updateabla from 
ttiwe fo iime 4 

Still farther features of the invention provide for tile wager to be denominate as 
an integral number of units of any one of the permissible playing Currencies 
alternatively for the wager to be denominate as an Integral number of fractional 
units of any one of the permissible playing currencies. 

Yet further features of the Invention provide for ms function by which the portion of 
Oie contents of the accumulation account to be won by the player is determined by 
l» determination facility to b e a ratio of the sfce of the wager to the maximum limit 
thereof, far the determination facility to determine the eke of the wager as a 
function of the particular permissible playing currency m which the wager Is 
denominated and a corresponding denomination of the of unite or fractional units of 
*at Pteying currency, ano for the determination facility to determine the maximum 
limit of the wager as a function of the base currency. 

T^re is also provided for each one Of the plurality of different games of chance to 
have a copending jacKpot cycle, for the determination facility to determine, 
pnor to activation of the random event generator, the determinable portion of the 
contents of the accumulation account a s a function of at least the size of the 



5 

5 wager, a maximum limit thereof, and a jackpot cycle of the selected game of 
chariot for the function by which the portion of the contents of the accumulation 
account to be won by the player is determined by the determination facility to be a 
product of a ratio of the size of the wager to the maximum limit thereof, and a 
relative size of the Jackpot cycle of the selected game of chance, and for the 
to relative size of the jackpot cycle of the selected game to be a ratio of the jackpot 
cycle of the selected game to the greatest Jackpot cycle of any one of the plurality 
of different selectable games. 

There is further provided for the outcome of the at least one game of chance to 
15 include a plurality <tf different partially favourable outcomes, preferably three 
partially favourable outcomes, alternatively five partially favourable outcomes, each 
partially favourable outcome causing the portion of the contents of the 
accumulation account to be won by the player to be to be proportionally reduced, 
for the proportional reduction in response to the occurrence of a partially 
20 -favourable outcome of the game of chance, to be Inversely proportional to the 
probability of occurrence of the corresponding outcome, for the portion of the 
wager accumulated fin the accumulation account by the accumulation facility to be 
a percentage of the wager, prefeflgbly three percent, and for the accumulation 
account to be held at a financial institution. 

25 

The invention extends to a method for jackpot wagertng, comprising the steps ot 
placing a wager on a turn of at least one game of chance, the wager having a 
maximum limit; 

accumulating a portion of the wag$r in an accumulation account; 

30 generating a random event upon which an outcome of the at least one game of 
chance is based, the outcome including e favourable outcome causing the player 
to win a determinable portion of thB contents of the accumufation account; and 
determining, prior to generating the random event, the determinable portion of the 
contents of the accumulation account as a function of at least the eise of the wager 

35 and the maximum limit thereof. 
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The method includes the further step of placing a wager en a tum of any one of a 
plurality of different selectable games of chance, each one of the plurality of 
different games off chance having a corresponding maximum limit for a wager and 
a respective favourable outcome causing the player to win a determinable portion 
) Of the contents of the accumulation account, for denominating the contents of the 
accumulation account in a base currency, for denominating the wager in any one 
of a number different permissible playing currencies, the base currency being 
stronger than or equaf to a strongest one of the permissible playing currencies for 
selecting the strongest one of the permissible playing currencies to be the base 
currency, for denominating the maximum limit of the wager in the base cum^cy 
for converting a wager torn any one of the different permissible playing currencies' 
to an equivalent wager m the base currency, for providing a stored spot exchange 
rate from any one of the permissible playing currencies to the base currency and 
for selectively updating the stored spot exchange rates fmm time fo time. ' 

There is still further provided for denominating the wager as an Integral number of 
unrts of any one of ihe permissible playing currencies, alternatively for 
dsnomoiating the wager as an integral number of fiscal units of any one of the 
permissible playing currencies. 

There is yet further provided for determining the portion of the contents of the 
accumulation account to be won by the player as a rate of the size of the wager to 
*e maximum , imft thereof, for detent the size of the wager as a func^ of 

™ JT*™* "" r&nCy h WhiCh 016 ^ is ^d 

a oorrespendlng denomination of the of units or fractional units of that playing 

currency, and for determining the maximum M of the wager as a function oTthe 
oase currency. 



35 <**m of Mmt games of chance, to, aete m,i„^ ^ to ^ 
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5 random event the determinable portion of the contents of the accumulation 
account as a fonctbn of at least the size of the wager, a maximum limit thereof, 
and a jackpot cycle of the selected game of chance, for determining the portion of 
tie contents of the accumulation account to be won by the player as a product of a 
ratio of the size of the wager to the maximum limit thereof, and a relative size of 

10 the jackpot cycle of the selected game of chance, and tor determining the relative 
size of the Jackpot cycle of the selected game as a raiio of the jackpot cycle of the 
selected game to the greatest jackpot cycle of any one of the plurality of different 
selectable games, 

15 There is also provided tor establishing a plurality of different partially favourable 
outcomes tor the at least one game of chance, preferably three partially favourable 
outcomes, alternatively five partially favourable outcomes, for proportionally 
reducing the portion of -the contents of the accumulation account to be won by the 
player corresponding to each partially favourable outcome, for proportionally 

20 reducing the portion of the contents of the accumulation account to he won by the 
player in response to the occurrence of a partially favourable outcome of the game 
of chance in Inverse proportion to the probability of occurrence of the 
corresponding outcome, for accumulating the portion of the wager in the 
accumulation account as a percentage of the wager, preferably three percent, and 

25 for holding the accumulation account at a financial Institution. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRAWIMGS 

One embodiment of the invention is described below, byway of example only, and 
3D with reference to the abovemantioned drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is schematic representation of a jackpot wagering system according to the 
Invention; 
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S simulation programs on the computer workstation (3) simulates a game of roulette 
and, in this instance, the random event generation program (S) is executable to 
select, on a random basis, an integer between O and 36 that is displayed on the 
computer workstation as a ball coming to rest at a corresponding one of 37 
demarcated posrtiona on a roulette whaeL As a further Illustration, another one of 
10 the simulation programs simulates a game of draw poker and the random event 
generation program (8) is executable to generate five random integers between 1 
and 52 that correspond to five playing cards making up a particular hand of poKer. 

The -application server (7) also operates under the Windows 2000 operating 
15 system and executes an accumulation software program (9) that communicates 
with the gaming server (2). 

A player wishing to use the jackpot wagering system (1) Is first required to register 
and to create an account on the gaming seiver C2>. The player Is then required to 
20 pre-fund the account by purchasing credit that will, tor convenience, be 
denominated in this description in "units*. The gaming server (2) stores a credit 
balance corresponding to the player's account at all times, 

In order to commence, the player uses the computer workstation (3) to lag onto the 
25 gaming server (2) and initiates execution of any selected one of the simulation 
software programs, which displays an appropriate image of a corresponding game 
of chance on the monitor (4). The player now enters a betting phase of the game of 
chance by making a wager on the gsme. The player may make any wager that ts 
permitted tor the particular selected gams. The player's wager is denominated as 
30 an integral number of unite of credit The size of the player's wager is displayed on 
the display monitor (4). There must be sufficient credit in the player's account tP 
cover any wager that Is made by the player. Data relating to the type and size of 
the wager made by the player is transmitted by the computer workstation (3) 
across the communication network (6) to the gaming server (2) for where it is 
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predetermined fixed Odds. The payout characterise cs of the game of chance are 
arranged such that the predetermined fraction of the contents of the accumulation 
account that is won by the player in response to the occurrence of any one of the 
partially favourable outcomes of the game of chance IS Inversely proportional to the 
probability of that outcome. 

In a first variation of this embodiment of the invention, a player is able to make a 
wager that is denominated as an Integral number of fractional units Of credit. This 
is analogous, in a physical environment, to making wagers denominated In 
different corn sizes. 

in a further variation of this embodiment of the invention, a player may purchase 
credit and make a wager in any one of a number of different permissible playing 
currencies. The jackpot wagering system (i) also has a base currency that is used 
to denominate the balance of the accumulation account. For convenience, the 
base rate has an exchange rate less than or equal to unity with each one the 
permissible playing currencies. This means that it is either stronger than all of the 
permissible playing currencies or, when the base currency Is one of the 
permissible playing currencies, ft Is the sttongest of the permissible playing 
cunnencles. 

in order to further illustrate the operation of the jackpot wagering system (1), a 
number of illustrative examples are outlined below. It is, however, first necessary to 
introduce a parameter termed "scale of play". The scale of play is defined as being 
a percentage of the jackpot that wiJI be won by the player on the next turn of the 
selected game of chance if the Outcome of the turn is a favourable outcome, it win 
be appreciated that the scale of play will always lie between zero and one. The 
scaJe of play for a particular turn of the game Is a function of the following playing 
parameters; the size of the wager made by the player, which is, fn turn, determined 
by the "coin size" and the pennlsslfeie playing currency used by the player in 
making the wager, and the jackpot cycle of the particular game selected by the 
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S player. In order to determine a scale of play that accommodates a choice of 
playing currency, a choice of "coin size!" and a cholcB of game from a menu of 
games having differing Jackpot cycles, each one Of these playing parameters is 
normalised, respectively, against a corresponding maximum value of these playing 
parameters that are, respectively, base currency, a "coin size" that is an integral 
10 unit of credit and the largest jackpot cycle of any one of the plurality of games of 
chance selectable by the player. 

The calculation of scale of play for any particular turn of the selected game of 
chance Is determined as a product of the above three normalised playing 
15 parameters, expressed as a percentage, namely: 

Scale (%) - currency (%) * coin size (%) • Jackpot Cycle (%) 

The computed seal© parameter determines the portion of the Jackpot that can be 
20 won by the player on the turn of the game upon the occurrence of a favourable 
outcome. The scale parameter is displayed to the player by means of an icon cn 
the display monitor (4). 

It will be farther appreciated by those skilled in the art that the predetermined 
2S portion of ttie wager accumulated by the application server <T) is determined by the 
first two of the above parameters, choice of permissible playing currency and the 
"cafn size" used by the player to make the wager. 



Example 1 (Muffl-Currency} 

The base currency of the jackpot wagering system (1) Cs United States Dollars ($). 
the accumyafed total of the jackpot is $20 000,00 with a wager requirement of 3 x 
$1 conns to with the jackpot of the particular game. 
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S AS player wagering 3 x $1 coins will be playing at a scale of 100% and can win the 
entire contents of the Jackpot upon me occurrence of a favourable event 

The scale of play for an Australian Dollar (AUD) player wagering 3x1 AUD coins 
at an exchange rate of $1 = 2 x AUD will be: 
10 Scale = Currency (%} * Coin size {%) * Jackpot Cycle (%) 

= AUD (%) * 100% * 100% 

= 50%* 100% '100% 

= 50% 

15 In this Instance, the prayer Will see a scale parameter of 50% displayed on the 
display monitor (4) and will win 50% of the jackpot, namely $10 000,00, which is 
equivalent to AUD 20 000.00, upon the ocourrancs of a favourable event 

If the contribution percentage tor the selected game Is 3%, the player's contribution 
20 to the Jackpot is 3% of his wager, namely 3% • AUD 3 = AUD 0,09 = $0,045. 

Example 2 Multiple Cojnsjzaj 

The base currency of the jackpot wagering system (1) is USD, the accumulated 
25 total or the jackpot is $20 000,00 with a wager requirement of 3 x $1 coins to win 
the Jackpot of the particular game. 

A $ player wagering 3x$1 coins will be playing at a scale of 100% and can win the 
entire contents of the Jaokpat upon the occurrence of a favourable event 

30 

The scale of play for a $ player, wagering 3 x SO. 25 coins wBI be: 

Scale - Currency (%) * Coin size (%) • jackpot Cycle (%) 
-100%* 25%* 100% 
35 =25% 
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In this Instance, the player will sea a scale parameter of 25% displayed on the 
display monitor (4) and will win 25% of the jackpot, namely $5 oqo,00, upon the 
occurrence of a favourable event 

10 If the contribution percentage forthe selected game is 3%, the player's contribution 
to the jackpot is 3% of his wager, namely 3% * $0,75 = $0,0225. 

Example 3 f MulU Gamri 

15 The base currency of the jackpot wagering system <1) is USD, the accumulated 
total of the jacfcpat is $20 000,00 with a wager requirement of 3 x $1 coins to win 
the jackpot in any of iwo. participating games - Game 1 and Gams 2. 

Game 1 has a jackpot cycle of 200 000 with a probability of 1 in 200 000 of winning 
20 the jackpot, white game 2 has a jackpot cyde of 150 000, or a 1 In 150 000 
probability of winning the same jackpot. Beth games have the same wager 
requirements, but different jackpot cycles (probabilities of winning the jackpot). In 
this example, a player of game 2 is 200 ooo/i 50 000 e= 1 ,333 times as likely to win 
the jackpotas a player of game 1. 



A $ player wagering 3 x $1 coins on game 1 will be playing at a scale of 100% and 
can win the entire contents of the jackpot upon the occurrence of a favourable 



The same, or another, $ player wagering 3xS1 coins pn game 2 will be playing at 
the following scale of pfgy; 

Seals «= Currency (%) * Gobi size (%) * Jackpot Cyote (%) 
= 10O(%)*iqo%*75% 



event 
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= 75% 
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In this Instance, the player will see a scale parameter of 75% displayed on the 
display monitor (4) and will win 75% of the jackpot, namely $15 000,00, upon the 
occurrence of a favourable event 

10 If the contribution percentage tor both of these games is 3%, the player's 
contribution to the jackpot are 3% of the wafler in each case, namely 3% * S3.0Q = 
$0,09 Jn respect of each one of the games. 



Example 4 fParttal Jackpots on the Pav Tab|a) 

IS 

The base currency of the jackpot wagering system (1) is USD, the accumulated 
total of the jackpot is $20 000,00 with a wager requirement of 3 x $1 coins to win 
the jackpot on a first win line, that is, on the occurrence of a favourable event. The 
game also enables a player to win 50% of the jackpot on a second win line, that is, 
20 on the occurrence of a partially favourable event 

A $ player wagering 3 x $1 coins will be playing at a seals of 100% and can win the 
sntire contents of the jackpot upon the occurrence of a favourable event 

25 The same player win also be eligible to win, who is pfaying at a scale of play of 
100%. will also be eligible to win 50% of the jackpot, namely $io 000,00 on ihe 
occurrence of a partially favourable event on the second win line. 

If the contribution percentage for the selected game Is 3%. the player's contribution 
30 to the jackpot is 3% of his wager, namely 3% * $3,00 = $0,09. 



35 
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5 BaglBfe 4 fM " IH °" ,m ""Y, f ' lff pta Cajnafe* Hm Qajgg] 

i t ° r ' he ,a '* PO, Wtem < 1) * us °. •» accunuUat* 

«- - *. jad.po, » «, 0CO.0C « . ^ 1 ^ uimmBnt of3 x t 1oor« to ™ n 
«. j«*pot « any of m paHfefpaihg g™, .. Gams 1 an(J ^ & 

P"***r or Winnhg me same w gam8s have „,„ Bame _ 

the jackpot as a playerof game 1. 
^ --n me -nta. intents ofthe-*^ opon ^ „ g 



Doj, * r ^ ~ 3 * 0 , 2S AUD 

corns on game 2 at an exchange rate of S1 « 2 xaud wM! be: 

25 SC3,e = Current * ^ * Com stee (%) - jackpot Cycle (%) 

-50%* 26% -75% 
= 0,375% 

?0 In this Instance, the player will boa a c~,f~ 

cfispia, monitor W ^ 1^^^ ° f °" *• 

«S *ent to AUD 3750,00, upon the occurrence of a favourable event. 
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5 ff the contribution percentage for the selected game is 3%, the players contribution 
to the Jackpot is 3% of his wager, namely 3% * AUD 0,75 = AUD 0,0225 = 
$0,01125. 

When the outcome of the selected game is any one of the three partially 
l& favourable outcomes, the portion of the contents of the accumulation account that 
is won by the player is proportionally reduced. The proportional reduction in 
response to the occurrence of a partially favourable outcome of the game of 
chance Is inversely proportional to the probability of occurrence of that partially 
favourable outcome. 

IS 

It will be still further appreciated by those skilled in the art that the invention 
provides a Jackpot wagering system that exhibits a greater degree of tunctlonaTrty 
than prior art equivalents. The technical problem solved by this invention Is lhat of 
creating 3 jackpot wagering system with an open architecture. Additional 

20 participating games can be added to the system with ease, the only relevant 
parameter of an additional game that needs to be considered being a size of a 
jackpot cycle of the game. Further, trie jackpot wagering system, which enables 
multiple playing currencies to fas used for wagering can be expanded simply to 
accommodate one or more additional playing currencies. The use of an open 

25 communication channel such as the Internet to provide communication petween 
the various component' parts of the Jackpot wagering system removes any 
geographic or organisational limitations Uhat ana characteristic of prior art Jackpot 
wagering systems. Still farther, the jackpot wagering system, which Is suitable for 
use with online casinos, enables different casinos to participate fn tne system, 

30 each egsfno being able to link their own menus of games for participation in the 
common jackpot. 

Numerous modifications [we possible to this embodiment without departing from 
the scope of the Invention. In particular, the jackpot wagering system may be such 
35 that on(y wagers in Integral units of any permissible playing currency are permitted, 
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wflh use of ftactiona. "coin sizes- being disallowed, Further, the jackpot Bering 
system can include more than one accumulation account, allowing each game of 
chance to participate in multiple different jacKpots simultaneously. Contributions to 
and wine on each jackpot are independent of each other. Still further, the portion of 
the wager that is accumulated in the accumulation account may ba variable 
instead of being a fixed portion. For example, larger contributions, say 5 percent of 
the wager, may be accumulated in the accumulation account when the balance of 
the account fe small, decreasing linearly to a minimum of 3 percent as the balance 
of the accumulation account Increases. Yet further, each participating game of 
chance may have five partially favourable outcomes instead of three. 

The invention therefore provides a jackpot wagering system that includes multi- 
game, multl-wrrency. multi-coin size and multHack^functtenality. 



35 
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